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He is not coming here for the first time and is not a stranger for “ | dentlty
those who closely follow Indian English Literature. He is the winner | S 8.|W8.yS
of Sahitya Akademi Yuva Purashkar 2015. The debut novel The

Mysterious Ailment of Rupi Baskey won him this prestigious prize perma-

and it was also nominated for The Hindu Literary Award. A santhal by nent.

birth, Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar is a medical officer by profession. Whether
Fascinated by the world of literature and saddened by the heaviness you like it
of oppression that his goes through, Hansda turned to writing. Litera- or not, th e

Auw. . -

“We all live in fear of being felonious to
somebody. The Social Media has its share
in spreading this fear. Itis a platform where
anythingis sold. You need to be careful.”

True artists are difficult to be conquered. Itis
even more difficult to be branded.

“laman author, aliterary figure. Consider me

ture s his tool for voicing the voiceless. CaSte | nto like that, not as an Adivasi writer or a Dalit
“Identity is always permanent. Whether you like it or not, the caste which you writer. Of course, come fr(_jm an Adivasi _
into which you are born will cast a shade on your being. Itis nota are b orn t.JaCkgr0und. |owe my stories to that. tradi- .
matter of avoiding it, it is a matter of engaging with the reality. That will cast a t'o_”- Irespect my roots. BUT lamnot just their
gives us the power.” sha de on writer, | am a writer for all.
But had he felt this power being weakened when his fellowmen your HansQa is (?ptimi§tic about the Dalit rTove-
turned against him accusing him of portraying the Santhal culture being_ ” mgnt In lr?lldllaa' I:e Is dsur?jthat Oﬁ}e Qa¥ :UF
and Adivasiwomenin bad light? / voices will be heard and we willwin.” He
/ wants his people to get educated and use it

for what Dr. B. R. Ambedkar had envisioned
forinthe past: “Educate, Organise and
Agitate.”

“Surely it hurts, especially when your near ones turn against you.”

It all started with the publication of his story collection, The Adiva-
si Will Not Dance in 2015.1n 2017 the government of Jharkhand
banned the book and suspended its author from the service. But SajinPJ
Hansda s not an easy go for the oppressors. He is well aware of the

fact that oursiis the time that Charles Dickens had once talked about;

“It [is] the best of times, it [is] the worst of times.”
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It's okay to be atransgender. Itis
okay to be at home. Itis okay to be
accepted by their parents. Itis okay
to study in school, college and to
getadegree. Itis okay toworkin
acorporate company. It's okay to
survive, love and get married.

Kalki Subramaniam
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“Indians
are Tryir
to Erasec
Memo-

ries”

“Literature has
the power to
make vibrations
in the society.
But, children
don’tread
these days.”/

The man in white kurti seemed to be very pleasant and easy going. The moment he started
sharing his thoughts, this old man was exposing his chaotic mind. Beneath the pleasant
looking face and the neatly ironed white kurthi, Kiran Nagarkar, the stalwart of Marathi
literature has a boiling mind which becomes restless whenever he thinks about the plight
of the Muslims, the Adivasis and the Dallits, the precarious condition of education and the
historical amnesia that has brought the nation toits present predicament.

PAST/PRESENT INDIA

“| was six years old when Gandhi was shot dead. He was never a flawless man, he had
done wrongs. But the difference is that Gandhi, Nehru and old leaders like them had the
tolerance to accept criticism and correct themselves. We lack that sense inthe
present-day India”. Nagarkar felt so pessimistic when asked about India which is gradually
losing its vastness and is shrinking into a closed realm. “Indians are trying to erase
memories, the history that made us, mould us into a community. Under the leaders like
Gandhiji, Nehru or Patel, we were able to fight back the most powerful kingdom of those
times. Right now, we move as if we have lost the memories. We forget what happened in
Guijaratin2002”.

INTOLERENCE

“Even during the Emergency, Indira Gandhi had the openness to welcome some millions
of Bangladeshis to India. What do we do today to the Rohingyas! The Rohingyas are being
sent back to alimbo only because they are Muslims”. He got agitated talking about the
plight of Muslims and other minorities in contemporary India. “Dalits, Adivasis and Muslims
who constitute some 25% of Indian population should stand together. This can create
wonders in the nation. This is the only way to pursue political aims. Nehru and Ambedkar
enjoyed watching their cartoons in the Shanker’s Weekly. Now, art is getting censored.

| don’t feel that optimistic”.

LITERATURE

“Literature has the power to make vibrations in the society. But, children don't read these
days. My works like Bedtime Stories or Ravan and Eddie have their own relevance in the
present-day society and their relevance should reach the audience. Today, even educa-
tionis being used as a tool to propagate right wing politics. There is a kind of double stand
where people preach one thing and act differently. The system tries to snatch away educa-
tion from common man.”

Maya Venugopal



